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FLOOD HISTORY OF PEORIA COUNTY

Peoria County contains approximately 72 square
miles of Special Flood Hazard Area (SFHA), the
majority of which is located along the Illinois River.
Much of this area has been built upon, containing
industrial, commercial and residential development.
Industrial development began to appear due to the
access of transporting raw materials to local
companies by the use of barges. Commercial
development was fostered with the uprising
popularity of water-related activities such as boating
and fishing. Residential development occurred as
homes were constructed as summer cottages. Many
houses were located along the river to take advantage
of the various amenities associated with the close
proximity to the river. During a relatively flood free
period (1943-1979) many of these structures were
expanded and became permanent residences.

Severe flooding in Peoria County has been an
ongoing phenomenon for a number of years. The
Illinois River has experienced numerous floods in the
past two decades. The river itself is fed by seven
major streams in unincorporated Peoria County, the
largest of which is the Kickapoo Creek, which runs
through Akron, Radnor, Limestone and Kickapoo
Townships. Many of the streams, especially the
aforementioned Kickapoo Creek, have experienced
the same flooding problems as the Illinois River.

Since 1979, the residents of Peoria County have
suffered through four catastrophic floods (1979,
1982(2) & 1983). More recently in 1995, the Illinois
River and Kickapoo Creek inundated numerous
structures causing extensive damages and flood
related losses in our area. The National Flood
Insurance Program (NFIP) has paid out over 8.5
million dollars on 1,344 flood insurance claims to
individuals in the SFHA. In the flood that occurred
in 1979,41% of the structures located in the SFHA
had the first floor completely inundated by
floodwaters.

PEORIA COUNTY'S FLOOD WARNING SYSTEM

The Peoria County Emergency Services and Disaster
Agency (ESDA) will activate an Emergency
Operations Center (EOC) during a flood event.
Flood watches (when conditions are right for
flooding) and flood warnings (flooding is imminent)
will be issued by ESDA through the Public
Information Media System to all TV and radio
stations.

During a flood event, residents should tune in to local
media stations in order to update themselves on
predicted flood heights and crest times and dates.
Any inquiries regarding evacuation information
should be directed to the Peoria County ESDA at
(309) 691-3111.

FLOOD SAFETY

The problems associated with flood emergencies are
numerous. The threat to human life is extremely
high. Residents and rescue workers alike are
susceptible to the dangers of drowning or
electrocution. In addition, the inundation of septic
systems and wells by floodwaters can cause numerous
water born diseases to occur.

There are several actions residents of flood hazard

areas can take to decrease the potential of injury
during a flood event:

Do NOTWALKTHROUGHFLOWINGWATER. Drowning
is the number one cause of flood deaths. Currents

can be deceptive; six inches of moving water can
knock you off your feet. Use a stick to ensure that the
ground is still there before you go through an area
where water is not flowing.

Do NOTDRIVETHROUGHFLOODEDAREAS. More
people drown in their cars than anywhere else. Do
not drive around road barriers; the road or bridge
may be washed out. As little as two feet of moving
water can carry away most vehicles.

HAVEYOURELECTRICITYTURNEDOFF BYTHEPOWER

COMPANY. Some appliances, such as television sets,
keep electrical charges even after they have been
unplugged. Do not use appliances or motors that
have been submerged in water unless they have been
taken apart, cleaned, and dried.

HAVEYOURNATURALGASSHUTOFFBYTHEGAS

COMPANY. Be alert for gas leaks. Use a flashlight to
inspect for damage. Do not smoke or use candles,
lanterns, or open flames unless you know the gas bas
been turned off and the area has been ventilated.

LOOK OUTFORANIMALS.ESPECIALLYSNAKES. Small
animals that have been flooded out of their homes

may seek shelter in yours. Use a pole or stick to poke
and turn things over and scare away small animals.

LoOK BEFOREYOUSTEP. After a flood, the ground
and floors are covered with debris including broken
bottles and nails. Floors and stairs that have been

covered with mud can be very slippery.

CARBONMONOXIDEEXHAUSTKILLS. Generators and

other gasoline powered equipment should be used
outdoors. The same goes for camping stoves.
Charcoal fumes are especially deadly. Cook with
cbarcoal outdoors.

CLEANEVERYTHINGTHATWASWET. Floodwaters

have picked up sewage and chemicals from roads,
farms, factories, and storage buildings. Spoiled food,
flooded cosmetics, and medicine can be health
hazards. When in doubt, throw them out!

TAKE GOODCAREOF YOURSELF. Recovering from a
flood is a big job. It is tough on both the body and
the spirit. The effects a flood disaster has On you and
your family may last a long time.

FLOOD INSURANCE

STANDARD HOMEOWNERS INSURANCE
POLICIES DO NOT COVER LOSSES DUE TO
FLOODS! However, Peoria County is a participant
in the National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP),
which makes it possible for Peoria County property
owners to obtain Federally backed flood insurance.
This insurance is available to any OWner of insurable
property (building and/or its contents). Tenants may
also insure their personal property against flood loss.
The cost of the policy will vary depending upon
amount of coverage and the degree of the flood
hazard.

However, all Peoria County residents receive a 10%
discount on their flood insurance policies due to our
participation in the Community Rating System (CRS)
Program. We urge people who live in a SFHA to
purchase flood insurance to protect themselves from
losses due to flooding. Please contact your local
insurance agent for further !\'FIP coverage
information.

PROPERTY PROTECTION MEASURES

Various actiOns can be taken to fioodproofyour
structures. Electrical panel boxes, furnaces, water
heaters,.and washers/dryers should be elevated or
relocated to a location less likely to be flooded.
Basement floor drains, interior, exterior backwater
valves and foundation vents can be installed. Please

contact the Peoria County Planning and Zoning
Department at (309) 672-6915 for further
information regarding construction in the SFHA.

FLOODPLAIN DEVELOPMENT REGULATIONS

Peoria County has adopted a Floodplain Ordinance,
which outlines the regulations regarding development
in the SFHA. The purpose of these regulations is to
control the alteration of natural floodplains and to
enforce compliance with the NFIP's Floodplain
Regulations. Completion of appropriate floodplain
development permits and building permits are
required before J!!!I construction within the SFHA
commences. In addition, dumping of any materials in
the SFHA is prohibited. If you see illegal dumping
occurring or are considering any development in a
SFHA, please notify the Planning and Zoning
Department at the previously mentioned telephone
number. This will save you time and money!

FLOOD HAZARD AREAS

Two types of flood hazard areas are designated in
Peoria County, the floodway and the floodplain. The
SFHA map on the reverse side delineates the
floodplain boundaries in the shaded sections. To
specifically determine whether or not your property
is located in a SFHA, contact the Peoria County
Planning and Zoning Department.

Other pamphlets are available that discuss items of
interest to residents of flood hazard areas. These

documents may be obtained at your local public
library and at the Planning and Zoning Department.
In addition, Peoria County's Hazard Mitigation
Plans for the Illinois River and Kickapoo Creek are
available for purchase at the Planning & Zoning
Department.

Comments regarding this brochure may be submitted
in writing to the Peoria County Planning & Zoning
Department, 324 Main Street - Room 301. Peoria,
Illinois 61602 or verbally at (309) 672-6915.


