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Indexes Open to the Public

By State law, only indexes prior to 1916 can be made available to the public. This includes indexes of documents
actually filed in the County Clerk’s office prior to 1916. Indexes are available for following filed years:
Birth Records: 1878 - 1915
Marriage Records: 1825 - 1915
Death Records: 1878 - 1915

Delayed Birth Records

Not all births that occurred prior to 1915 were reported, meaning a birth certificate was not created at the time
of birth. Delayed birth records were created for many of these individuals later in life. In many instances,
delayed births were added to the Index to the Register books during the applicable years. These listings will
provide the book and page number to the applicable delayed birth register book (i.e. O-25 is book O Page 25).
However, the Register book will not be available online due to the file date being after 1915. Searches for
individuals not found in the public indexes can be done by the County Clerk’s Office. The actual date birth for our
delayed birth records go as far back as 1850.

Accessing Indexes Online

Indexes prior to 1916 are available online through the Peoria County
Clerk’s website and can be accessed directly at:
https://www.peoriacounty.org/DocumentCenter/Index/1858
The indexes are sorted by record type, with subfolders for each book.
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Index and Register System

For each book, there are two additional folders: Index & Registers Listing. The records were recorded
chronologically within the register books. An index was then created for the names in each register book.
The online Index folders contain a file for each letter of the alphabet, which contains a listing of the last name of
all individuals included in the book. The pages of the listing are then sorted into ”A”, “E”, “I”, “O”, “U”, and “Y”
columns. Last names are sorted into these columns based on the first vowel in the name (excluding the first
letter if it’s a vowel).

The page number of the Register book where the individual’s record is listed is provided to the right of the
name. If it’s a delayed birth, the book letter and page will be listed.
The Register Listing online folders then contain files with the Register book pages, generally in ranges of 50
pages. Due to the large size of these files, the PDF may take a little time to load.

Purchasing Genealogical Copies of Records

Birth and marriage records are generally protected documents that can only obtained by the individuals listed on
the record. However, genealogical copies can be obtained after the following periods:
Birth Records: 75 years after birth (individual must be deceased)
Marriage Records: 75 years after the marriage
Death Records: 20 years after the death
Genealogical copies can be requested in person or by mail. In person requests are collected and mailed back
after a search has been conducted by a genealogist. Mail requests can be submitted using the form available at
https://www.peoriacounty.org/219/Genealogy-Requests or by mailing a letter with the pertinent information
from the record (i.e. record type, name(s), date of event)
The fee for the 1st genealogical copy of a record is $5 and each additional copy of the same record is $4. Checks
should be made payable to “Peoria County Clerk” and the request should be mailed to Peoria County Clerk, 324
Main St Room 101, Peoria IL 61602.
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